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he took his seat in the Executive Engineer's chair.
To the office employees this was a mighty seat of
power, and the priest on his arrival was horrified at
his impertinence. He roughly ordered the boy to
vacate the chair, trembling in spite of himself at hit
protege's indiscretion.

But Ganga Ram was unperturbed, and rather
amazed at the scene he had caused. " Why are you
worrying about this chair ? I shall occupy it one
day in my own right," He seemed to be speaking
in a dream, quite quietly and without resentment.
His Words were prophetic, although they were

greeted with derisive laughter.........for twelve long

years, subsequently, he sat on that very chair.

From that day onwards, Ganga Ram acted as
though he had found the star to which his waggon
could be hitched. Almost subconsciously, be
turned his mind towards the developing possibi-
lities of engineering.

The first step in his new career was made,
when, after two years* mathematical training at the
Government College, he qualified for admission in
1871 to the Thomason Engineering College,
Roorkee, with a scholarship of Rs, 50 per month.

At Roorkee, he was marked out as an excep-
tionally bright student by the Principal Colonel
Madagan, who always did his best to help him and
encourage bis undoubted engineering talent The
relationship between the two was to be every
fruitful one and it was handed down from father